How not to behave when visiting a former Nazi death camp.

Visiting a former Nazi death camp is a happening not everyone will experience as an average excursion. Most certainly you will see people who actually consider this outing as ‘vivid and disturbing’! Your everyday behaviour – which appears normal to you and your mates, but which is, of course, rather hooligan-like - might therefore not be very appropriate in this setting. In fact, what may be funny to you, can actually cause considerable shock and emotional damage to other visitors. 

To protect you from strange looks and to ensure you nevertheless will have a pleasant day, we provide some guidelines – which are, of course, not mandatory.

Auschwitz is serious business! So do NOT laugh or smile continuous where a minimum of respect is required. Especially at sites such as gas chambers, the crematory, execution walls, death barracks, etc. etc.

It is not usual to sing, chant or march in rank.

In the direct vicinity of other visitors, you are to refrain from speaking in an admiring fashion about the extermination process and using German words such as “Efficienz, straff organisiert, fabelhaft, mannhaft, Untermensch, etc, etc.”

Avoid addressing your fellow travellers as “He Du!” or “Jude!” and do not scream “Achtung” anytime, anywhere at any occasion.

Do not check the acoustics of a gas chamber as if you were a German studiotechnician. Also a good idea is to lessen the volume of your walkman (for the acoustics of the gas chamber is indeed a very good one).

Flowers are an expression of respect for the dead.

Therefore do refrain from:

· putting flowers in your button-hole

· strew about flowers like a happy hippie 

· remove or destroy bouquets

· discussing the scent of certain flowers at the top of your voice

· taking bouquets to the entrance in order to sell them to other visitors

· wearing flowers in your hair

Do not ask fellow visitors to take pictures of you and your mates:

· smiling in the gas chambers or leaning against an oven

· raising your right arm, smiling and making the moustache with you finger

· placing a wreath of flowers at a plaquette which is NOT yours and which you’ve just picked up at random

· posing as if you were electrified by the barbed wired fence

· ‘choking’ inside the gas chambers 

· pretending as if you are to light your cigarette at one of the ovens 

· upholding your beer and proposing a toast 

Don’t fart aloud in the gas chambers, burst out laughing and make some obvious allusion in German.

Do not demonstrate your soccerskills with empty beercans at the roll-call square (Appelplatz). Remember: people actually died here!

Do not uncork your bottle of beer on one of the ovens or the scaffold.

In case of high temperatures: do not swim or paddle in the small lake at Birkenau II. This used to be a burial pit and stake. 

Pieces of barbed wired you have just found, are not to be sold as a souvenir to other visitors. 

Be advised: this is a monument, not a market!

At the train station and the selection ramp

When taking a walk at the platform or ramp: do not blow whistles or pretend regulating the incoming and outgoing traffic as if you were a genuine railwayguard. Do NOT attempt selling fellow visitors train tickets an do NOT ask them when the next train is scheduled.

Refrain from asking other visitors at the ramp whether they are healthy or ill (“Krank oder Gesund?”) and do not persuade or urge them to go to the left or the right. 

When engaged in a conversation: do not introduce yourself as a former Obersturmbahnfuhrer.

